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was passed " to the intent youth may be accustomed
and brought up in labour and work, and then not
like to grow to be idle rogues; and to the intent also
that such as be already grown up in idleness, and so
rogues at this present, may not have any just exctise
in saying that they cannot get any service or work,
and then without any favour or toleration worthy to
be executed; and that other poor and needy persons
being willing to work may be set on work." It was
provided that in every city and corporate town, and in
market towns or other convenient places, the magis-
trates or justices should get together a " competent
store and stock of wool, hemp, flax, iron, or other
stuff as the country is most meet for," in order that
the poor and needy in want of work might be em-
ployed. They were to appoint collectors and governors
of the poor, who were to deliver to the applicant for
relief a competent portion of the stock to be wrought
into yarn, and to pay him according to the desert of
his work, and then sell the product and buy more
stuff, " in such wise as the stock or store shall not be
decayed in value." If this scheme had worked as it
seems to have been intended to do, it would have
been self-supporting after the first outlay. To meet
that outlay the justices and magistrates were autho-
rised to " tax, levy, and gather" a stock from them-
selves and all other inhabitants within their several
jurisdictions. The act also empowered the justices
of each county in general sessions to tax, levy, and
gather from the inhabitants the means necessary for
building houses of correction and providing thorn
with stock and implements for setting on work the
more refractory rogues and vagabonds. Persons re-